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person who “willfully commits, willfully attempts to commit, or willfully conspires to commit, or
aids or abets in the commission of, an unlawful act described in subsection (a).” Id. § 1705(c). -

9. The Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act, codified at 22 U:S.C. §
10102 et seq., authorized the President to block or revoke the visas of certain “foreign persons” or
to impose sanctions against persons respc;nsible for “extrajudicial killings, torture, or other gross
violations of internationally recognized human rights” or government officials complicit in “acts
of significant corruption.” 22 U.S.C. §§ 10102(a)(1). (3).

10.  On or about December 20, 2017, pursuant to his authority under that statute and
[EEPA, the President issued Executive Order (“EO™) 13818, declaring a national emergency to
deal with the threat to the stability of international political and economic systems posed by the
prevalence and severity of human rights abuses and corruption. EO 13818 blocks the property and
interests in property of individuals and entities listed in the Annex to EO 13818 or of those
determined by the Secretary of the Treasury, after consultation with the Secretary of State and the
Attorney General, to meet certain criteria set forth in EO 13818. As a result, such individuals and
entities are identified on OFAC’s public Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons List
(“SDN List™).

11. On June 29, 2018, OFAC issued a set of regulations to implement EQ 13818, the
Global Magnitsky Sanctions Regulations (the “GMSR™), 31 C.F.R. Part 583.

12.  Unless otherwise authorized or exempt, U.S. persons, including U.S. companies
and foreign persons in the United States, are prohibited from dealing with SDNs ‘and their praperty
and interests in property. 31 C.F.R. § 583.201(a). In particular, these prohibitions apply to U.S,
persons making “any contribution or provision of funds, goods, or services by, to, or for the benefit

of any person” designated as an SDN under EO 13818. Id. at § 583.201(b)(1).
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13.  OnDecember 10, 2020, OFAC designated ||l 2s an SDN pursuant to EO

13818.

THE DEFENDANTS AND CO-CONSPIRATORS

15.  RICHARDSON is a naturalized U.S. citizen from Haiti who resides in Fayetteville,

North Carolina.

16. U.S. CO-CONSPIRATOR 1 is a naturalized U.S, citizen from Haiti who resides in,
New York.

-17.  U.S. CO-CONSPIRATOR 2 is a naturalized U.S. citizen from Haiti who resides in’
Massachusetts.

18.  HAITJIAN CO-CONSPIRATOR 1 is a Haitian citizen who resides in Haiti.

19.  HAITIAN CO-CONSPIRATOR 2 is a Haitian citizen who resided in Haiti until in
or abeut the first half of 2024. HAITIAN CO-CONSPIRATOR 2 preéently resides in North
Carolina.

20.  HAITIAN CO-CONSPIRATOR 3 is a Haitian citizen who resides in Haiti.

21.  HAITTAN CO-CONSPIRATOR 4 is a Haitian citizen who resides in Haiti.

22 HAITIAN CO-CONSPIRATOR 5 is a Haitian citizen who resides in Haiti.

The Defendants’ Knowledge of U.S. Sanctions

23. | :nd RICHARDSON have at all times relevant to this Indictment had

knowledge of BBl SDN designation and the sanctions against him. In particular,
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I o ¢ RICHARDSON have made statements acknowledging the sanctions against
I cluding:

a. On or about January 28, 2023, | 2cknowledged in a media
interview that he was sanctioned, stating that “[i]t doesn’t bother ine because
I don’t travel, I don’t have any goods, and any interest in foreign countries,”
including the United States.

b. On or about February 7, 2024, || st21¢d that he was sanctioned and
could not enter the United States because he was accused of committing human
rights violations in Haiti, including participating in the 2018 La Saline
massacre.

¢. On or about May 28, 2024, [ stztcd that he had been sanctioned
because he had been accused of participating in the 2018 La Saline massacre.

d. On or about February 7, 2025, RICHARDSON stated that he knew about the

sanctions against ||| and that, at s direction. he sends
payments to [ ] NJJE vie intermediaries because || I cannot

persenally pick up money transfers.
24.  On or about October 21, 2022, RICHARDSON sent a picturc to ||| that
contained images of various world leaders, including a former U.S. president, and the text

“RESOLUTION 2653.” United Nations Security Council Resolution 2653 required “all Member
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States” to impose sanctions, including restrictions on financial transactions, on ||| GzN
because of his invol;/ement in human rights abuses in Haiti.

25.  In addition, | I end RICHARDSON’s manner of having U.S. persons
transfer money to Haitian persons for [ NN benefic. but not o || directly.
corroborates their knowledge of the U.S. sanctions against ||| |

THE CONSPIRACY

26.  Beginning on or about December 10, 2020, and continuing through at least in or
around January 2025, in the District of Columbia and elsewhere, || ] RICHARDSON,
and others l‘mown and unknown to the grand jury knowingly and'willfully conspired:

a. to provide, and cause U.S. persons, including U.S. financial institutions, to
provide, goods, funds, and services to and for the benefit of ||| N »
Specially Designated National whose property and infterests in property were
blocked pursuant to EO 13818, without first having obtained the required
license from OF AC, in violation of Title 50, United States Code, Section 1705,
EO 13818; and Title 31, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 583.201; and

b. to engage in transactions that evade and have the purpose of evading the
prohibitions set forth in EO 13818, and Title 31, Code of Federal Regulatians,
Section 583.205(a), .in violation of Title 50, United States Code, Section 1705.

Objects of the Conspiracy

27.  The objects of the conspiracy were, among others:

a. to provide funding and services to || o facilitate the continued

activities of his gang, G and Family, and the gang alliance Viv Ansanm,
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w. Onor abou£ July 7, 2022, RICHARDSON sent a voice meimo to ||
stating that there were two women who each gave RICHARDSON $50, which
brings the total to $190 that RICHARDSON has for | G

x. Onorabout July 10, 2022, RICHARDSON senta voice memo to_
stating that RICHARDSON had $210 collected, and RICHARDSON stated
“you will tell me what to do.”

y. On or about July 31, 2022, RICHARDSON forwarded a voice memo to
_ that RICHARDSON had previously sent to an unknown third
party. In that voice memo, RICHARDSON stated that “the head of G9 is a -
close friend of mine. I grew up with . I am not afraid of saying that the
head of G9 is a close friend of mine, he is like a brother to me. I grew up with

- [ speak daily with- As a matter of fact, I spoke with him this
morning. People cannot scare me because I live in the U.S. and I am not trying
to conspire against the U.S. Fuck you America. I am defending my country
(Haiti), which the U.S. Embassy is destroying. If had the means I would have
provided the guys with the means. If 1 was facing those people, I would tell
- them in their face that I know what is waiting for me. Two things are waiting
for me, prison, or death. Fuck you America and fuck you U.S. Embassy.”

z. On or about September 12, 2022, RICHARDSON sent $50 to HAITIAN CO-

CONSPIRATOR 5 via MONEY TRANSFER COMPANY 1 for the benefit of

16
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aa. On or about October 8, 2022, RICHARDSON sent $50 to HAITIAN CO-
CONSPIRATOR 5 via MONEY TRANSFER COMPANY 1 for the benefit of
T

bb. On or about October 12, 2022, || sent 2 message to U.S. CO-
CONSPIRATOR 2, stating that he, [ cannot go out, so he was
sending his wife’s name, HAITIAN PERSON 3, for US. CO-
CONSPIRATOR 2 to send money to her in Port-au-Prince, Haiti through
MONEY TRANSFER COMPANY 3.

cc. On or about November 29, 2022, RICHARDSON sent $91 to HAITIAN CO-
CONSPIRATOR 5 via MONEY TRANSFER COMPANY 1 for the benefit of
I

dd. In or around March 2024, at || I direction, members of the Haitian
diaspora in the United States made three wire transfers in the amount of
$13,000, $6,000, and $9,000 to persons in Haiti, who then withdrew cash and
provided the funds to ||| Gz

ee. On or about Scptember 7, 2024, RICHARDSON sent a voice memo to
I stating that he needs to do something, the peace agreement with
the Haitian government is not working, and his savings are not doing well,
RICHARDSON then noted that he only has $35,000 in his savings account
remaining out of the $70,000 he had previously.

ff. On or about September 7, 2024, RICHARDSON sént a voice memo to
I <tatiog that RICHARDSON is unfortunately not in Haiti to fight

alongside [N bvt he will do whatever is in his power to support

17
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| RICHARDSON then stated that if it werc possible, he would
finance all of || s projects and provide him with all the heavy
weapons to win the fight.

ge. On or about Scp_’[emhet" 7, 2024, RICHARDSON sent a voice memo fo
B st:ting that he believes in | s fisht for Haiti and that,
for that reason, he just spoke with U.S. PERSON 2 about how U.S. PERSON
2 is ready to “invest” $50,000.

hh. On or about December t1, 2024, | scnt 2 voice memo to
RICHARDSON, expreésing his pgratefulness for all of the sacrifices
RICHARDSON has made for ||| | |

ii. On or about January 14, 2025, RICHARDSON sent a message to U.S.
PERSON 1, asking U.S. PERSON 1 1o send $100 to an unnamed individual in
Haiti.

jj. On or about January 19, 2025, RICHARDSON sent a message to a group chat
including || st2ting that MONEY TRANSFER COMPANY 4 had
blocked RICHARDSON, and that they would use MONEY TRANSFER
COMPANY 3 to send money.

kk. At no time du.ring the conspiracy did any person apply for or obtain the
necessary licenses from OFAC, located in the District of Columbia, to provide
money or services to |l 2 sanctioned individual.

{Conspiracy to Violate the International Emergency Economic Power Act, in violation of

Title 50, United States Code, Section 1705; Title 31, Code of Federal Regulations, Sections
583.201 & 205)

18
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FORFEITURE ALLEGATIONS

30.  The allegations contained in Count One of this Indictment are hereby realleged and
incorporated by reference for the purpose of alleging forfeiture pursuant to Title 18, United Stat;:s
Code, Sections 981(a)(1)(C) and Title 28, United States Code, Section 2461(c).

31.  Upon conviction of the offenses alleged in Count One of this Indictment, the
defendant shall forfeit to the United States any property, real or personal, which constitutes, or is
derived from proceeds traceable to this offense, pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Section
981(a)(1)(C) and Title 28, United States Code, Section 2461(c).

MONEY JUDGMENT

32.  The United States will seek a. forfeiture money judgment for a sum of money equal
to the value of any property, real or personal, which constitutes, or is derived from proceeds
traceable to this offense.

SUBSTITUTE ASSETS

33.  If any of the property described above, as a result of any act or omission of the

defendant:
a, cannot be located upon the exercise of due diligence;
b. has been transferred or sold to, or deposited with, a third party;
c. has been placed beyond the jurisdiction of the court;
d. has been substantially diminished in value; or
e. has been commingled with other property which cannot be divided without
difficulty,

the United States of America shall be entitled to forfeiture of substitute property pursuant to Title

21, United States Code, Section 853(p), as incorporated by Title 28, United States Code, Section

19
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2461(c).

A TRUE BILL

FOREPERSON

JEANINE FERRIS PIRRO
Unitcd/Sta Atfor

iy & Uz
THOMAS GILLICE
Deputy Chief, National Security Section






